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were squatting on the carpet. I heard a sudden exclamation from Masaudi, and saw him staring fixed and motionless over my shoulder. Looking round, I saw the cause of his behaviour. Standing within a few feet of us, and looking straight into our tent, were three of the Mombasa Swahilis whom we had encountered at Medina, together with Kepi and another man I did not know. It did not seem possible that they could miss seeing Masaudi, and if they did it was certain that they would come into the tent to greet him, when one of them at least was almost bound to recognize me. Escape was impossible, and I thought we were done. The morning sun, however, was shining right in their eyes: they saw nothing, and after a moment's pause passed on. As they turned their backs both Masaudi and I ran out of the tent at opposite sides and mingled with the crowd.
I had known of the arrival of these people, for Masaudi had ascertained that they had come with the Syrian mahmal. Here in Mina, among the vast crowd of pilgrims, the chances of meeting them had appeared infinitesimal, and I had relaxed all precautions as regards being seen about with Masaudi. I cannot say what would have happened if they had seen me. We were by no means at the end of our resources, and I have no doubt we should have found some way to keep them quiet; all the same we had very good cause to be thankful that the necessity for doing so did not arise.
Although I was not presented to the Shareef, I got an invitation for " self and party " to join his following at prayer. This is extended to large numbers of respectable pilgrims, and we probably owed it to some of our Meccan friends, or perhaps to the hamelidaris.
During the afternoon we received visitors, who came to wish us what corresponds to a " Merry Christmas," and to congratulate Haji Ali and Haji Masaudi on their successfully accomplished pilgrimage. The chief topic of conversation is the colour of the flag flying over the quarantine station. A red flag means that all is well; but if it changes to yellow it signifies that cholera or plague has broken out. This affects all alike, for, apart from the danger, they are bound to suffer from vexatious quarantine restrictions wherever they may subsequently